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. WASHtNGTON - Thirty-fi'Je years . ago 

_ThUrsday, an ~ra openoo. On that fa.tefu1 day in 
.947, a bU$inessman .flyi_ng his private plane 
over Mou~t R{iinier, •n Washington state; 
slghied ru1 . unconventionai fonnation oi what 
were la~!' oescriOed as ·~flying saucers," th~ 
first of . many Sl,~h sightings of wrldeutified 
Dying objects. . . · · 

.~o ~bll observa.nce is planned to com .. · 
·m~morate that . lllagic moment, but Fred 
Whiting of the prlvai~. non-profit Fund for UFQ 
Restmrch ihought it \\'as a good time for stock­
taking. Over the years, he said, 9 out of 10 
initially unexplained sightings have turned out 
to be known natural or man-made objects. The 
tenth, however, is still unidentified. · 

"There is considerable evidence to support · 
the theory that some,of these unidentified flying 
objects are extraterrestrial spacecraft~ but 

-there isn't any proof of it," Whiting said. 
In four years, the fund has raised and spent 

about $15,000 on research. "You could call us the 
National Science Foundation for UFO research, 
on a small scale," 'Whiting said. Th~ organiza­
tion has also sued and obtained the· release of 
3,000 pages of government documents by the 
Central Intelligence Agency and the National 
Security Agency, but so far no proof. 


